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Marchand had not a military but a scientific character, for it was to study that 
access to the Nile and to ascertain a basis on which to agree on the claims of 
the two powers in the Bahr-el-Ghazal country. It was no wonder, therefore, 
that it fell an easy prey to Lord Kitchener; and the people failing to support 
their government, France was obliged to accept the boundary as drawn by Great 
Britain. 

In concluding, the author gives an outlook on the future of Africa in which 
he reviews the possibilities of the continent. He shows, on the force of geo- 
graphical and economic arguments, that the obstacles which once prevented the 
opening up of Africa were obstacles only as long as the policy of small means 
was prevailing. The hidden treasures of the Dark Continent, he says, will be 
exploited as soon as adequate apparatus is employed, and modern man will not 
hesitate to use large means in order to reap large profits. In the course of 
this process, Africa will finally belong to those who know how to cultivate her 
best. M. K. Genthe. 

England in the Sudan. By Yacoub Pasha Artin. Translated from the 
French of the Author by George Robb. xvi and 251 pp. Map, illustrations 
and bibliography. Macmillan & Co., Ltd., London, 1911. $3.25. 9x5^. 
This is an account of a journey along the two great branches of the Nile. 
The book is divided into five parts based upon the different stages of the trip: 
First, an eleven days visit in Khartum, a trip from Khartum up the Blue Nile 
as far as Rosaires and back, another stay in Khartum, a trip up the White Nile 
as far as Gondokoro near the Uganda Protectorate and back to Khartum, and 
finally some general notes on the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan and its inhabitants. 
The first four parts of the book are in the form of letters written to the author's 
wife. He gives accounts of many events in the Sudan, so that a wide range of 
subjects is treated. In many cases he repeats the stories of interested parties, 
eye-witnesses or otherwise, and thereby gains somewhat in local color. The 
large problems of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan such as slave raiding, the owner- 
ship of building-lands, the character of government officials, the transportation 
problem, the place of the native races in the governmental scheme, etc., are 
brought to the reader's attention. The last section of the book departs from the 
epistolary style and supplies a logical account of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan and 
the Sudanese. Many excellent pictures are included and a map of Sudan. 

R. M. Brown. 

ASIA 
Amurath to Amurath. By Gertrude Lowthian Bell, xvii and 370 pp. Map 

and illustrations. E. P. Dutton & Company, New York, 191 1. $5- 9x6. 
Under this cryptic title, which is nowhere explained in the book, Miss Bell 
describes a journey made in the spring of 1909 from Aleppo down the Euphrates 
to Kerbela and Bagdad, then back up the Tigris to Kharput, and thence west- 
ward to Caesarea and the German railroad in central Asia Minor. By reference 
to the new Britannica one learns that Amurath is another form of the Turkish 
name, Murad, and Murad is the name of one of the chief tributaries of the 
Euphrates. The title means "From Euphrates to Euphrates" and is well chosen, 
for the book is primarily an account of the little-known left bank of that river 
from Carchemish almost to Hit. To those who were delighted with Miss Bell's- 
volume on Syria, "The Desert and the Sown," the present volume will be some- 
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thing of a disappointment. There is the same vivid description, the same 
inimitable reproduction of most enlightening conversations with the natives; but 
there is far too little of these things. The bulk of the book consists of detailed 
descriptions of ruins and of the relation of one type of architecture to another, 
interesting to the archaeological specialist, but apt to be skipped even by a con- 
scientious reviewer. A good deal of the rest of the book is devoted either to the 
ordinary traveler's tales, well told but elucidating no new principles, or else 
to comments on the fact that Kiepert's last map is in error. 

Nevertheless, the book is interesting, and gives the reader a new point of 
view in three important respects. In the first place, the poverty and desolation 
of the greater part of Mesopotamia is sad to think upon. Little patches of 
cultivation close to the great river and often in danger from its floods, and a 
vast desert peopled by starving Arabs extending indefinitely on either side — that 
is all there is. In the second place, this desert is full of ruins. All the world 
knows this fact, but it will be a surprise to most readers to find not only that 
ruined villages are scattered in such extraordinary abundance that one comes 
upon them every two or three miles in many places, but also that so large a 
proportion date from the relatively recent period of the Moslem empire of the 
Caliphs in the middle ages. The third and perhaps most important point 
brought out by. Miss Bell is the contrast between the immovable inertia of the 
people of Mesopotamia and the relative mental activity of the Syrian coast and 
still more of European Turkey. In no part of the Turkish Empire are the peo- 
ple alert in the manner of the inhabitants of Western Europe and America, but 
the difference between Mesopotamia and the Balkans seems to be almost as 
great as between the Balkans and Germany. This cannot be wholly a matter 
of race, but Miss Bell does not attempt to explain it. She is content to set forth 
the fact most convincingly by quotations from conversations on the political 
situation. In central Asia Minor the peasants have almost no idea of what the 
new regime means, but in Mesopotamia they scarcely seem to know that there 
is such a thing. How little the people think and how well Miss Bell hits off 
their salient characteristics is apparent from the following quotation: 

"On the Syrian side the Euphrates is hemmed in here by hills whereon stands 
the castle of Salihiyeh. In this wilderness we came upon some Arabs who were 
ploughing up a desolate spot in search of locusts' eggs. 

'Are there many locusts here?" said I, for locusts are not accustomed to lay 
their eggs in the sand. 

"No," they answered, "there are none here; but, as God is exalted, there are 
thousands lower down." 

"Then why do you plough here?" I asked with the tiresome persistence of the 
European. 

"The government ordered it," said they, and resumed their task." 

Ellsworth Huntington. 

Among the Tribes in Southwest China. By Samuel R. Clarke, xv and 
315 pp- Map, illustrations, and appendices. Morgan & Scott, Ltd., London, 
1911. 8x5^. 

China at its edges must write the best commentary that can be established 
upon China at its very heart. It is at the marches that we are to look for the 
true spirit of Chinese culture as a civilizing force, if any such it has. In these 
pages we have the record of daily observation for a long life of activity of one 



